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STREET

IN SAN JUAN.

SAN JUAN'S STORES

Business Methods of * Uncle Sam's
West Indian Subjects.

HOW GOODS ARE BOUGRT AND SOLD

All the Clerks Have Long Hours
and Small Salaries.

A LOOK AT THE MARKETS

_———,

(Copyrighted. 1809, by Frank G. Carpenter.)
Epecial Correspondence of The Evesing Star.

SAN JUAN, Porto Rico, June 30, 1809.

Take a walk with me this morning
through the city of San Juan. We are in the
capital of Porto Rico, one of the strangest
of all the new towns which Uncle S8am has
taken from Spain. What a gueer piece of
Yankee property it is. It is only the Amer-
lcan flags which fiy from the buildings. our
sgoldier boys upon the streets and the heavy
wagons drawn by army mules, which are
gathering up the garbage, that remind us
of home.

The houses ara of brick, covered with

stucco. They are painted all colors of the
rainbow, and their green shitters cover
holes In the walls, without glass or win-
dow frames. Most of the shutters are open
now,. for it i=s day. At night they will be
g&aled up as tight as a drum head, and the
only ventilation will come through the little
square holes shutter, each of the
size of a playing card.
& into the houses as we go alone
The ground floors are as open
homes of Japan. There a woman is
bing her hair. Next door one sits with
a hand sewing machine on her lap, while
another in the =ame family is making her
tollet in full sight of the passers-by.

The rosms along the sidew s are work-
shops by day and sleeping places by nlght.
Here §= a shoemaker, with hiz boyve sitting
at their benches about him, all pegging and

tha

in the

sewing. The wife, a rather pretty yvoung
girl, is running a machine at the back and
a bright-eyed, nude baby rolls about on
the floor.,

Next door Is 2 grocery and further on are
dressmakers' establishments. Ses, each has
a half dozen or more black and brown Por-
to Rican girls working machines or sewing
and stitching by hand. There is a shoe
store further on. A= we pass it we see that
It has a little stall just off at one =side, out
of tha top of which a lady's head peeps.,

That is the stall whe women go when
they try on thelr shoes. Thay are very
chary of showing their ankles, although

their children or little sisters may be trot-
ting around half-naked.
In the Shops of San Juan.

But let us take a close lock at the
stores. They are like caves walled with
shelves. They seem exceedingly small, but
they are filled with buyers and sellers. For
A& week after T came here I thought San

Juan had no business to speak of. I know
better now. These lttle caves or box-like
rooms are only show rooms and sample

rooms to the great guarters at the back,
which are filled with all sorts of goods. 1
find that some of the merchants CArTY
large stocks, and that not a few do a bus-
Iness of several hundred thousand dollars
A year.

The mo=t of the trading !s done in cash,
although it was different before the war.
Then credit was given from coffee crop to
coffee crop, but now all money transactions
are unsettled. and trade is suffering from
change of government. The rich Spaniards
lave left, and the Americans who have so
far come are not money spenders. They
are army and navy officials who make most
of their purchases of the commissary de-
partment. They recelve comparatively
cmiill salaries, and much of thelr money
goes back to America.

But here we are at a dry goods establish-
ment. It is one of the biggest of San Juan.
I know the merchant, and he will show us
over his store. The little cubby hole we
enter Is walled with shelves. It has hardly
room for the clerks to turn around In, and
you would not suppose that the stock all
told was worth more than $2000. You are
mistaken. This man has $200.000 worth of
goods packed away in the rear. He is a large
wholesale dealer and he has several branch
store= In San Juan We walk with him
through one dark room after another filled
with boxes and bales. Some of the goods
are yet unopened. They lie in their original
packages awalting orders. We find the
same thing in the drug stores, In the hard-
ware stores and, In fact, In all stores.

Queer Business Signs.

All the business of Porto Rico is done In
Spanish. It would be foolish for our peo-
pie to send commerclal travel:rs here whao
cannot speak Spanish, and an Ameriean
merchent who di1 not understand the lan-
guage would fare badiy. The business
signs here in Spanish. You see them
over th: They are not the names
of the owners and give no indication of
the character of the gnods for sale. There
Is one named La Perla, or “The Pearl.™
It is a notion store. Opposite It is a dry
Eoods establishment, over which I s»e the
words “El Callo de Oro,” or “The Golden

are
stores,

Cock.,” while further down the street Is a
hardware store labeled “The Flower of
July.” There is a store her: labeled *“La
Nina,” or “The Malden,” which really sells

Eentlemen’s shirts and hats, and a barber
ghop lubeled “La Hija de Borinquen,"” ““The
Daughter of Boritquen.'” A man hevsr
puts his own name over his store. I sup-
pose he chooses the name of the mascot
which he thinks {3 to bring him luck.

I am much interested in the Porto Rican
clerks. We see many of them as we walk
throvgh the streets. Some do not wear
coats or vests, but clean white shirts and
pantaloons, with a fancy belt between
They are sleek looking. dapper young dan-
dies, and excellent salesmen. Their wages,
however, would not keep a New York clerk
In cigars—and soda water. The average
salary = 1 pesos a month and board. Dis-
count the pescs at 40 per cent and you have
a salary of six American dollars, and vou
can cut down the board to about i(he same
ratio. It consists of a cup of coffee amd
a plece of dry bread for breakfast, oi a
soup, meat and vegetables and a dessart
for luncheon, and of about the same for
dinner. The clerks live in the back rooms
of the stores on the ground floor. Each
has his cot. which is folded up in the day
time, and he takes turns for his primping
at the common looking glass. 'The mer-
chant usually lives in the swell goarters
over the store, for all well-to-do peuvple In
Ban Juan live above stairs,

The Porto Rican clerk puts in from ix-
teen to seventeen hours per day. He takes
down the shutters at 7 in the morning and
by 7:30 trade is In full blast. It keeps on
all day, with the exception of an hour at
noon, say from 11:30 to 12:30, and con-
tinues on untll 10 or 11 at night. Some of

hour, and not a few are open from 7 a.m.
until 11 p.m.

And are there many young men who want
such positions at 36 per month?

Yes, any amount of them. They are glad
to get them and anxious to hold them.
They work a year or so before they are ad-
vanced and when they rise to $20 or $10 a
month they begin to put on alrs. About
this time they take lodgings outside the
stores and aspire to a partnership in the
business. Good clerks are often taken into
partnership by their employers, but it is
only after years of service.

These low wages prevail in all branches
of trade. One of the best cutters in the
most fashionable tailor shop here receives
less than §1 a day. He has to work every
day and Sunday, from 7 a.m. until 10 p.m.,
and his master {s always telling him he is
paying him too much wages.

The Peddlers of San Juan.

Quite a lot of business s done in the
Porto Rican cities by peddlers. The streets
are full of hucksters, candy sellers and ice
cream vendors. Each has his own ery and
the walls ring with them from daylight
until dark and after dark. Here comes a

man peddling chickens., He is yelling a cry

it does not attract me, she picks up a
squash the sime of a peck measure and
asks me to buy. Over there is a woman

selling tomatoes. They are no bigger than.

marbles and have probably grown wild.

1 ask the price of eggs of a man al one
of the counters in the building and am
told they are 4 centavos apiece, or about
28 cents of our money a dozen. Kggs are
high all over Porto Rico. The chickens, as
you ecan see from the little ones all about
us, are game fowls, and it occurs to us
that there might be money in an American
chicken farm near San Juan. Chickens are
easily raised here, but such a thing as one
the size of a Langshan, a Plymouth rock
or a mammoth buff Cochin is unknown. It
would be as great a curiesity as an os-
trich.

Queer Market Seenes.

Get out of the way of that goat! There
are goats wandering about through the
court picking up what they can get. They
are stray goats belonging to the city, and
do not seem to bother the peddlers.

Let us go over there and visit the butch-

ers. They sell chiefly beef, and we look
in vain for mutton or lamb. There are but
few lambs in Porto Rico, and the only meat
of the town is beef and pork. The hogs
are of the black, razor-back variety. They
are lean and scrawny, but their meat is
delicious. You seldom see them in the

.market, for when one is killed in the coun-

try the neighbors come in and all have a
great feast. A common way of cooking the
heg is to stick a sharp stick through it
from one end to the other and roast it as a
whole over the coals. Don't turn up your
noses. It is by no means bad, I can tell
you.
Among the Butchers.

The staple meat, however, is beef. There
is no better beef in Chicago than that which
is furnished by the eattle of Porto Rico.
The only trouble is that there are no cold
storage plants nor ice houses In which to
keep it and freeze it, and it must be eaten
the same day it is killed. All the meat of
San Juan ecmes from cone man. He has
bought the right to furnish the meat for
the eity for so much a year, and the butch-
ers have to take the cattle which are
hrought to the city slaughter houses by
him. The meat is all subject to government
irspection, and at present 1 believe the
prices are fixed =o that each butcher eclls
at the same rate. Over each meat stall this
mirning we see the figures 25" 7 h?:f is
the price per kilo for which beef is selling,
A kilo is 2 1-5 pounds, so that beef s sell-
ing at about a shilling of our money per
nound.

In another part of the
dried beef for sale. This
in great quantities from
otherwheres and it often

market we find
is brought here
Venezuela and
brings a better

THE 1ICE MAN,

we do not understand, holding out as he
does so one of the three dozen fowls he
has tied together by thelr legs and slung
over his shoulder.

The chickens squawk as he carries them
along the street, and their shrill erles are
apparently in oppesition to his statement
that he will sell fine chickens for seventy-
five centavos—about forty-five cents aplece
of our moaey.

But =ee those gqueer bundles he has under
his arm. He seems to be a feather peddler
as well. The bundles are wrapped with
jagua paim bark, and out of their ends
stick what look like feather dusters. Now
he has turned about and we see the other
ends of his bundles. Each contains a live
turkey, and it is poking its head out of the
bark. The turkeys are laid flat with their
legs doubled up under them. The legs and
wings are bound around with strings, and
the whole is wrapped up In the thick hark
of the jagua palm. In this way he ecan
carry three or four turkeys, and at the
same time the dozen or so chickens he has
thrown over his shoulders.

1 ask as to prices and find that turkeys
are excfedingly cheap, while the chickens
are dear. As I talk to him a man comes up
with a round basket the size of one of our
bushel baskets slung to his shoulders. It
seems to be filled with dry leaves. 1 thrust
in my hand and find that it contains eggs,
which are packed about in this way.

How They Sell Ice and Bread.

But there comes the ice cart of San Juan.
It takes two such to supply the city, It Is
hardly bigger than a dry goods box and is
hauoled about on wheels by a donkey. The
ice here is manufactured. It is shipped in
hogsheads to the interior of the island on
an ox cart and consldering the slow method
of transport lasts pretty well.

Behind the ice wagon is a hread peddler.
He stands there near that beer saloon over
which you see the sign of one of our
American beers See the basket of bread
upon his head. It is as big around as a
wash tub and the long loaves stand out
on all sides. Each of these loaves costs
slx centavos or four cents. They are made
of American flour and are baked by pro-
fessional bakers. No bread is made in the
homes of the Porto Ricans. The poor can't
raise enough capital to buy flour and every
ane relies on the bakers, who furnish fresh
bread every day. They make as good bread
as you can find anywhere in America. It is

The Bread Peddler.

light and erisp, with a crust as delicious as
that which you get in Paris or Vienna.

The bread is peddled about from house to
house and you find bread peddlers far off in
the country districts selling the loaves. I
have gone into some of the bake shops.
Bare-armed men knead the bread just as we
do and lay it away in old-fashioned bake
ovens which *look more like furnaces than
anytihing else. This is done at nighs and in
the morning it is ready for sale.

The Markeis of San Juan.

But let us go to the markets and see what
-the Ports Ricans eat. We cross the wide
Plaza, walk up the hill between the post
office and city hall, and come at last to a

long. low building surrounding a court. We
hear the din of buying and selling as we
approach it. We enter and find ourselves
in the midst of about an acre of Porto
Ricans, negroes, mulattoes and whites.
There are men, women, children and ba-
bies buying and selling, chatting  and
squawling. There are black-faced women
in white or gay calicoes with bandana
handkerchiefs about their heads, There are
market men wearing nothing but shirts
andhpnnls. the former cut very low at the
nec|

‘Women squat on the floor with vegeta-
bles and fruits piled around them. Here is
one selling egg plants, some of which are

the smaller stores do not close for the noon

as big as pum She offers me one the’
size of a foot ball for 0 cenls, and,

price than fresh meats. The most of it is
saltier than the brine of the Caribbean sea,
but the Porto Ricans like it. They cook
it up in stews and eat it with rice and in
other ways. Another favorite article {5 cod-
fish, which is largely consumed and which
iz sold In every city and village and all
over the country.
A Life Snved by Codfish.

It is a curious thing that these people do
not like our way of cooking. The peons
will not eat our soup and meats. They pre-
fer codfish and dried beef. Among the
native soldiers who enlisted near Ponce was
a man who became very sick, He was of-
fered the bést of American soups, but re-
fused them. He was tempted with all sorts
of dainties from our commissary depart-
ment in vain. At last when he was thought
to be dying his wife, who lived five miles
away, was sent for. She came and caeked
him a stew of stale codfish and rice, which
he greedily swallowed, and on this diet re-
coverad.

In this same connection it is hard to get
the Porto Riecan horses to eat American
oats or corn. They prefer the rough hard
grass of the flelds and turn up their noses
at bran and baled hay. =

FRANK G. CARPENTER.

IN THE CHURCHES

Rev. Dr. Teunis S. Hamlin of this elty,
who was one of the leading speakers at
the recent Christian Endeavor convention
In Detroit, has gone to Northfield,® Mass.,
to be present at the seventeenth season of
the Moody conference and Bible lectures,
which began this week. Dr. Hamlin is ex-
pected to make several addresses during
the meetings. There are about 600 student
delegates in attendance. This conference Is
open to all members of evangelical church-
es. Other prominent church leaders who
have promised to attend are Revs. Drs. W.
H P. Faunce and A. F. Schauffer of New

York, Dean George Hodges of Cambridge,
Rev. J. Wilbur Chapman, Mr. Robert K.
Speer, Mr. R. P. Wilder and Mr. John R.
Mott of New York, all of whom are well
known here,

The American Volunteers, a post of which
was recently established in Washington,
are rapidly increasing in strength, and
new members are added almost nightly.
Services are held in the open air and in a
hall every evening. There are now several
soldiers in the “training fort,”” 801 4th
street southeast, and some of these will
goon be sent to other cities to organize
posts there. It is the Intention of the com-
mander of this district to thoroughly can-
vass North Carolina, South Carolina and
Virginia in the interest of the movement,
of which Ballington Booth is the head. In
this ecity Captain Haslam and his wife,
who are alds-de-camp to the commanding
officer, spend nearly every Sunday morning
holding services in some of the Protestant
churches, and they have been heartily wel-
comed wherever they have appenrug.

The coming annual reunion of the mem-
bers of Presbyterian churches in Maryland,
Virginia, the District of Columbia and
Southern Pennsylvania, which will take
place at Pen Mar, Pa., on the 2ith instant,
excites much interest among the members
of the denominaticn here. This reunion
promises to be one of the largest affairs of
the kind ever held. Among the speakers
who have promised to take part in the ex-
ercizes are Rev. Dr. Moore, professor of
Hebrew literature in Union Theological
Seminary, Richmond, Va.; Rev. Dr. R. G.
Ferguson, the retiring moderator of the
United Presbyterian Church and president
of Westminster College, and Rev. Dr.
George B. Stewart, pastor of Market Bquare
Church. Harrisburg. The subjects to be
treated by the speakers named are respect-
ively, “Presbyterianism and Education,”
“Presbyterian Breadth apd Narrowness”
and “The Working Church.” The music is
expected to be a special feature of the re-
union and will be furnished by a trained
chorus choir composed of the leading sing-
ers of Harrisburg.

The Southern Methodists of this city and
vicinity have been well represented this
week at the annual session of the Balti-
more conference Sunday school convention
and Epworth League conference, which was
held at Balem, Va., and of which the
churches of the denomination here form a
part. The meeting was regarded as the
most important of the kind that has ‘vet
been held. The president of the organiza-
tion was Rev. J. O. Knott, formerly of
Washington, and Miss Margaret Waesche
of this city conducted a conferenge on
“Third Department Work.” Mr. W. W.
Millan, also of Washipngton, made an ad-
dress on “Normal Class Methods.” Among
the other mof discussion were: ‘“The

Sehool a.m:!‘r Its Infiuence

: of . unday
" by Rev. Dr. 8. K. Cox of Winches-
ty Union Work,” by Mr. C, H

ter, .V,

seeing | mon wu&.:lvuﬁ by &ofﬂ{#l-

son, and the closing address by Rev. Dr.
W. H. D. Harper,> fornerly pastor of
Mount Vernon Place’Church, this city, now
of Roanoke, Va. -

L

It is understood thgt Re'ﬂt Dr. Stern and
Mr. S8imon Wolf of this citv will be among
the principal speakers at the Jewish Chau-
tauqua at Atlantic City, the third annual
assembly of which ibegan; Friday of this
week, and will continue until the 30th in-
stant. Speclal attention will be given at
the sessions of the - bly to matters
bearing upon Jewildh educational  work
throughout the United States. There will
also be popular leetul;es and.entertainments,
conferences of students of the Chautauqua
courses of study, conferences of teachers
and Sabbath school workers and a reunion
of Chautauguans. Many well-known rab-
bis and prominent teachers have promised
to make addresses. The attendance is ex-
pected to be very large.

Among the invited 8peakers, besides those
named, are Reve, Drs. D. 'W. Amram and
H. Berkowitz of Philadelphia, Rev. Dr.
Kohler and Prof. Richard Gottheil of New
York and Prof. Leon H. Vincent of Cincin-
nati. The latter will lecture on Helne,
Zangwill and Kipling.

The exercises tomorrow (Bunday) morn-
ing will include addresses by Prof. G. Bam-
berger, principal of the Jewish Training
School of Chicago: Daniel P. Hays of New
York, president of the Jewish Chautauqua
Soclety, and Rev. Dr. Berkowitz of Phila-
delphia, chancellor of the soclety,

i Divine service will be held Friday even-
ings and Saturday mornings, and sermons
will be preached by Rev, Louis Grossman
of Cineinnati, Ohio; Revy. Gegrge Kohut of
Dallas, Tex.; Rev. Moses J. Gries of Cleve-
land, Ohio; Rev. M. Bamfield of Memphis,
Tenn.; Rev. Israel Aaron of Buffalo, N. Y.,
and Rev. George Solomons of Vlc‘ksbung:
Miss. The sessions will be held at the Beth
Israel Synagogue, on Pennsylvania avenue,
while the popular lectures wil] be delivered
;{‘n.‘ht;l new stc_-.r"lh pier, at the foot of Vir-
ia avenue. e social r
held at the Hotel Islea'worrlf.umons witibe

Thirty: members of the order of 8i
of Previdence, who are connected wlttft:!!rl‘lf
Catholic University, have EOne to Ellln‘ott'.
City, Md., where they wil B0 into retreat
at Si. Charles College for g week., At the
institution they were Joined by fifteen sis-
ters of the same order from Baltimore. The

reireat will be conducted t :
£ Chane by the priests at

Between 150 and 200 Epworth
from Washington alone wFIl. it 1s gggﬂf}ﬂs
start for Indianapolis, Ind., early next week
for the purpose of attending the blennial
meetings  of the International Epworth
.l);::airm:c r_l'auv(;r;(tlimj'l In that city from the
2inh to e 2id, inclusive. Mre -
m-i}jd glates in part: e B S

“By a joint resoh:tion ofE sla-
ture of Indiana, the staie }l:sug?tn!eg;ﬂ:t
magx_ﬂﬂcem bullding, together ;\'ith the
spacitous capitol grounds, was placed at thé
disposal of the Epwaorth Leaguers. Ar-
rangements have been made to utilize the
immense corcidors as g place of registra-
tion, _and delegates are expected to register
th_t.e first thing afier reaching In:iianapoli;s.

“The convention, the fourth of its kind
will be opened in due form. Thursday af-
ternoon next at 2:30 o'cloek, by adidresses
tl}{ -.;l:nl-k-umu frr'oﬁn the governor of Indiana

€ mayor of the ecity § - ent
e Ly and other prominent

“The responses will be made by =
the leading representatives fmm}tha?nt]}?rgé
Breat branches of the Methodist Church,
'_I‘hr: Breat assembly tent, which will seat
1,500 persons, will be pitched on the court
hou;ae grounds. Tomlinson Hall, just op-
Posite the court house, has a capacity two-
thirds as great as the tent. English's
Opera House and the eentral churches will
alse be used for the ¥arious mectings of
the convention and all will be decorated in
true Epworth Leagug-’style.

“There will be three ngn=ter patriotie
meetings on Friday ght. At one of these
Bishop Fowler will! deliver a lecture on
‘Abrabam Lincoln.' t aneiher Gen. John
B. Gordon, commander of e confederate
veterans, will give his lecture on “The “Last
Days of the Confederacy.’ | At the third
place Rev. Dr. John Poits, the general sac-
retary of educatiog: for the Methodist
Church in Canada, @nd Rev. Dr, J. M.
Buckley of New Yofk will both speak on
‘International Relatinons.* F

“On the day following the close of the
convention—the 24th—it Is expected that
there will be excursions from Indianapolis
to Niagara Falls, Mammoth Cave, Chicago
and other noints.

"Convention headquarters have been lo-
cated at the Denison Hotel, gne of the tinest
hotels in the country, and there the va-
ricus commitieemen of the convention will
have their headquarters dur the conven-
tion.™

Why He Learned Th n's Sea
From the New Orlennd Times-Demnerat,

“I was traveling down from Cincinnati
not long ago,” sald a New Orleans insur-
ance man, “and became acquainted In the
Pullman smoking compartment with a very
agreeable gentleman from Louisville. He
proved to be a man of Mterary taste, and in
the eourse of a rambling conversation about
books he surprised me by quoting with ex-
traordinary freedom and accuracy from
Thomson's ‘Seasons.' T had never seen that
very long and prosy eple sinee I studied it
¥ears ago at school, as a supplementary
text book, and certainly I didn't dream that
anybody ever read it nowadays without
compulsion. I said as much, and added
that 1 was astonished to find an admirer of
what I supposed to be an obsolete work. 'L
don't admire it,' he replied. ‘On the con-
trary, I think it the stupldest thing ever
written on earth, yet I can repeat almost
the entire poem from memory without
missing a word.’

"“"With that he told me a curlous story.
‘Five years ago,” he sald, ‘I developed an
acute nervous malady, and was advised by
my physician to take a trip on a salling
vessel from New York to 'Frisco, via the
Horn, for the sake of complete rest. Two
weeks later I left on the ship Falcon. I
was the only passenger, and before my de-
parture I packed a big box full of books.
which by accident were never brought
aboard. When I discovered the fact I was
wild. The captain was not a readlng man,
and the sole and only literature on the en-
tire craft consisted of a copy of “Blake's
Nautical Directory” and an almanac for
taking observations and Thomson's *Sea-
sons.” How the "Seasons"” got there I
never learned. It Is a deep, dark mystery:
but In self-defense I was obliged to read
the thing, and as our voyage was unusually
prolonged by unfavorable winds, the infer-
nal poem was absolutely seared into my
memory by the time we reached the Pa-
cific coast. The most distressing feature of
the episode is that 1 have never been able
to forget it. I am today the only human
being on the contlnent who knows Thom-
son’s “Seasons” from end to end.’ "

—————
The Artful Raven.
From the Phil:delphia Times.

Many stories are told of the cleverness of
the raven, a bird that really seems to have
reasoning powers. One of these storles tells
how a raven, by a skillful stratagem, gét
a4 young hare for its dinner. It had pounced
upon the little animal, but the mother hare
drove It away,

Then the raven slowly retreated, encour-
aging the mother to follow him, and even
pretending that he was affdid of her. In
this fashion he led her to’m considerable
distance from the young ome, and then,
suddenly, before the hare had time to real-
ize the meaning of thg triclg',l‘ he rose In the
air, flew swiftly back, caught the young
hare in his beak and pbore jt away.

A similar plan was adbpted by some
ravens that wished #o ste#l foed from a
dog. They teased him tilk he grew so
angry that he chased them from the spot,
but the artful birds turned sharply round,
easily reached the dish before him and car-
ried off the choice in triumph.

As to the raven wer_ of speech, the
following story—which is gfven on the au-
thority of Capt. Brown, 0 vouches for
its truth—will show hkow aptly it ean talk.
A gentleman, whilegtravellng through a
wood in the south of ®nglafd, was startled
by hearing a sho F play, gentle-
men; fair play!” utt j-in ®eud tones. The
cry belng presently ted, the traveler
thought it must « from some one In
distress, and at once hégan to search for
him. He sgoon discoverad-two ravens fierce-
ly aftacking-a t ~“He was so struck
with the appeal of the oppressed bird that
he promptly resened. . -

It turned out that vic
raven belonging to 4 Heuse in the neigh-

LA g

borhood, and the -it had used so
opportunely - waa: ame of ‘many:that it haé
been taught tc ~ B e

king }“_ra.thar fagged,
‘been: troubled with
g
Qf:hor or girl?™¥—

Tan.ngnd. to have a jolly
Fo%ﬂh g%ﬂ:de MW'" ' lm breaking
© “Yes; : ‘as !

Smith—“You're - 1ol
Brown." oz

THE PRAIRIE.

THE NAVAL MILITIA

Good Work That Has Been Done in
Training Amateur Sailors.

RESPONSIBILITIES

Will Form the Nucleus of the Great

Naval Reserve.

REALIZE THEIR

AN EDUCATIONAL COURSE

Written for The Evening Star.

That capable officers and men may be se-
cured for service in the United States navy
in time of need 6,000 American citizens are
receiving this summer instruction in the
duties of man-o'-warsmen all the way up
and down from the humble coal passer to
the commanding officer and back again.

These young men form the Naval Militia
of the United States and will be the nu-
cleus of the great naval reserve which the
Navy Department proposes organizing im-
mediately after the passage of the bill
which will be resubmitted to Congress
early in the coming sesston. Although ex-
pecting tne adoption of the proposed meas-
ure, by which a larger draft can be had in
case of war, the department is still doing
its best with the material now at hand and
is molding into fine shape the present or-

ganizations of the states bordering on the
Atlantic and gulf coasts, the great lakes
and the Pacific seaboard. Three vessels of
the navy have been assigned to training
duty during the present summer—the aux-
iliary cruiser Prairie, which is now taking
the Atlantic coast militia on their annual
cruise; the U. 8. 8. Michigan, which is
cruising with the organizations of the
great lakes, and the auxiliary ecruis-
er Badger, now on her way to San Fran-
cisco fer similar duty as training ship for
the militia of the Pacific coast. ]

Organized for Busineas.

Those that regard the cruises of the naval
militiamen as a vacation will certainly find
themseclves at fault if they talk with any
memher of the service that has been to sea

in one of the three ships named. Contrary
to a general Tbelief which prevalls,
the organlzations are not clubs, though

many number among thelr members young
men of wealth and soclal positlon. The
department has endeavored and has suc-
ceeded In impressing upon the several mi-
litlas the fact that they are organized to
perfect themselves in seamanship and gun-
nery that they may be sufficiently trained
to serve on board a regular nrn-of-war
in time of hostilities. So satisfactory was
the result obtained from following this
method prior to the Spanish war that when
the moment came the department was able
to secure the serviees of a large number of
officers and men of the naval militla to fill
up vacanecies which existed on board the
service ships. Much to the regret of many
of the militiamen the department did not
do as they desired and place vessels at the
indlvidual disposal of the various organiza-
tions, although in several instances state
formations as a body were placed on board
of ships under the command of officers of
the regular navy. According to the depart-
ment officlals the most satisfactory results
were obtained from the enlistment of such
men as desired to go and the appointment
of such of the officers as were able to pass
the rather exacting examination, Com-
mander J. M. Hawley, who had charge of
recruiting, points to the enlistment of a
number of men from the Illinois militia,
who were assigned to duty on the battle
ship Oregon, and who earned by their good
work the generous commendation of their
commanding and executive officers.

Marked Improvement.
Naturally the training received during
the war with Spaln has benefited the mili-
tiamen, and their improvement is shown
by the reports which have thus far reach-
ed the Navy Departmznt from the capfains
of the Prairle and the Michigan. The Pral-

rie has up to the present time taken out
five organizations, and I8 now on a crulsa
with the Pennsylvaria militia.

It was originally intended that she should
proceed to New Orleans in April to take
out the Louisiana militla on a practice
cruise, but delay In the completion of her
repalrs caused th: depariment, after con-
sultation with the Louisiana organization,
to dispatch her first to Brunswick, Ga.,
to take that militia out first. She was
eight days at sea with that body and also
that ot South Carclina, and on the 22d of
May took on board the North Carolina mili-
tia for a similar period. From North Caro-
lina the Prairle proceeded to Norfolk,
thence to Baltimore, Washington and Phil-
ad:lphia. She will return from her cruise
with the Pennsylvanians on th: 16th and
then sail for Jersey City, taking on board
the Jersey militia on July 19 and return-
ing with them on the 27th. The two bat-
talions of the New York and the Brooklyn
militias will be taken out scparately, the
first from July 28 to August 5 and th:
second from August 7 to August 15. Upen
the completion of this cruise the Prairie
will go to New Haven and receive the
Connecticut militia, whose eruise will oe-
cur between August 16 and August 24. The
Rhode Island organizations, of Nawport
and Providence, will be at sea between
August 26 and September 3, and the ship
will then proceed to Boston to take out
the Massachusetts militia, which will be
abgent from September 6 to 14. Having
completed the cruises with the Atlantie
coast organizations, the Prairie will =ail
for New Orleans for the Louisiana militia.
Having put the Louisianians threugh their
paces, she will proceed to Pensacola to
give th: Florida militiamen their sea turn,
This will finish her work for the summer.

Michigan and Badger.

The Michigan has just returned from her
outing with the Ohio militia and wiil start
off with the Detroit organizaticn about the
20th instant. From Detroit she will go
to Chicago to recelve the Illinois naval bat-
talion.

The Badg:r will receive the San Fran-
cieco diylelon on the 23d of July, will pick
up the Eureka division on the 25th and will
land them on. the 1st and 2d of Angust,
respectively. The Santa Cruz dlvision wild
be embarked on August 4 and the Santa
Barbara on the 6th, and the San Diego
also on the 6th, each b2ing landed eight
days after its respactive embarkation.
The Portland, Ore., battalion will be taken
to sea on the 21st of August.

The department has been particularly
careful In its szlection of officers and men
on these training ships, and has secured
valuable instructors in every branch of the
work., The results are now speaking for
‘themselves, and the naval militiamen ap-
preciate what has bsen done for them in
this direction are much the richer
thelr painstakd teachings.

. Practiee In Gun Drill

Apprecialing that the naval militiamen

are especially deficient in gun drill on aec-
‘ccunt of lack of weapons and ammunition,
‘the department has endeavored to have
‘most of their crulse devoted to target prac-

tice,. To each .organization the department

ﬂ_)l‘

id-fire gun, making forty-elght aboard the
Prairie; fifty rounds each for the six-
pounders, making 300 in ail, and subcaliber
ammunition in the discretion of the com-
manding officer—which means practically
without stint. The Pacific coast organiza-
tions will be allowed six rounds for each
of the Badger's H-inch guns, fifty rounds
for each of her three-pounders and the
same unliii-d supply for subcaliber prac-
tice. The michigan has the same allot-
ment for her heavy guns and for her sub-
caliber practice.

The weck's gun work is thus set out in
the officlal program from the department:

Routine of a Week.

First day—9:30 to 10:15, muster and sta-
tions at guns; instructions about training,
elevating and sighting. 10:45 to 11:45, alm-
ing drill; 1:30 to 2:30, taking apart breech
mechanism; instruction concerning paris;
cleaning and returning same. a:80, after
finishing above continue aiming drill till
each man has made a target.

Second day—9:30 to 10:15, having =ent
men who were at six-ineh to the slx-pound-
ers and vice versa, earry out exactly the
same routine as first day.

Third day—9:30, muster at stations; sub-
caliber practice; crews drilled as if firing
regularly, but each gun acts independently;
each man fires ten shots, then “‘shift sta-
tions." 1:30, same as forencon.

Fourth day—9:30 to 10:15, muster at sta-
tions; subcaliber practice; first and second
gun caplains fire; commence firing and
cease firing by bugle, as in regular divis-
fonal drill. 10:45, aiming drill. 1:30 1o 2:30,
same as forenoon; after completing gun
practice finish aiming drill, each man mak-
Ing o target.

Fifth day—Muster at stations; each gun
fires six rounds at target; guns fire In suc-
cession. 1:30, continue morning work.

Sixth day—9:30, muster at stations; com-
plete work of fifth day and when complet-
ed the naval militia will be examined in all
orills, signals, ete. 1:30, continue forencon
work till finished.

Duties of a Sailor.

In addition to these exercises, which will
put the militiamen through a very radical
ceurse of instruction. they are given les-
gons in seamanship and all the other rou-
tine duties of a regular man-o'-war's-man.
In the middle of the night they are called
to quarters for fire «rill; they man the
beats; aid in the fire and enesine rooms;
serub decks and polish bright work, and go
through the complete rounds of a Jacky's
work till they are carger, indeed, for the
wholesome fare of the mess,

The Instruction of the officers goes along
with that of the seaman =ave where their
duties differ, and they are held up to the
same requirements of deportment and dis-
cipline that are exacted of a regular offl-
cer. It s a serlous matter treated serl-
ously, and the returning militinmen are full
of an added sense of thelr responsibilities
and their growing attainments.

Creditabie Rivalry.

As the allotments from the appropriations
for the militin will be based by the depart-
ment upon the number of men making the
cruise, the organizations are vieing with
one another In taking out the largest num-
ber of officers and men.

With the single exception of the Michigan
the ships engaged In this work are singu-
larly well fitted for the accommodation of
large bodies of militlamen, having been fine
merchant craft before the war, and lend
themselves beautifully to the work set
them. The organizations on the lakes will
soon be better accommodated.,

The naval militia has come to stay, and
the men that remain in the organization
after a second cruise are of that stuff upon
which every reliance can be placed in the
hour of stress. They have proved not only
their fondness, but their fitness for a naval
life, Its sunshine and its storms.

_— .

BERLIN'S CLEAN STREETS.

Residents Vie With One Another in
Mnking Them Presentable.
From the Boston Transcript.

Bicyelists who have ridden much on the
asphalt streets of German cities say that
the tendency to *“side slip” is there much
less marked than on similar pavements in
this country. The explanation of this fact
may possibly lie in the statement which is
made by the American consul at Breslau
that the asphalt streets in that city are
regularly washed, the purpose of the wash-
ing being to remove the sllme which the
asphalt seems to leave and to keep the
street from being =lippery. The washing
has the further effect of preserving and
hardening the asphalt. The care taken of
the asphalt by the city authorities contrasts
strongly with the methods usually adopted
in the United States.

For instance, the space in front of the
consulate is divided into four squares, which
are in charge of one man. After cleaning
the street early in the morning he wheels
out a barrow load of very fine, sharp sand
and scatters it lightly over the streets to
prevent slipping. On rainy days the process
i8 repeated several times. Once a week the
whole street is sluiced and thoroughly
washed with sprinkling carts. These are
followed by ample roller brushes, which
sweep the water and slime into the gutter,
whence it is carted away. After this the
man who has charge of the street comes
along with his wheelbarrow and .sand
sprinkler. In spring or autumn, when the
streets are often sloppy and wet, the wash-
ing is done several times during the week.

The man in charge of the asphalt pave-
ment is pald 5 cents an hour, the ordinary
street hands receiving 4 cents. Nobody lit-
ters up the streset or puts sweepings on the
pavement. There is a box kept for these.
Wire baskets are fastened on lamp posts,
against houses, fences or trees in Which the
pubiic may throw waste paper while walk-
ing along. The cltizens are very proud of
their clean and sweet-smelling streets, and
the householders have to sweep to the cen-
ter of the street In front of their side-
walks every morning before 6 o'clock. The
litter is piled up and scon the city teams
cart it away.

“How did it happen that Miss Singieton
refused to marry the curate?’

“Why, when he proposed to her she, being
a little deaf, thought he was asking her to
subseribe to the organ fund. So she told
him she had promised her mon=y 1o a rcre
deserving object.”—Tit-Bits.

Newrlch—"1 want my daughter to be the
most accomplished and well-bred young

woman in the eity.”
Lady Principal—"*Are you willing to be
e

separated from her? '—Lif

e —

“Good mornin’, Peter!

redish?’

e dish! It's mule redish, I judge,

by de way it hol's back!"—Harper's Bazar.
- ’
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LEAD SIMPLE LIVES

But the People on Tangier Island Are
Thoroughly Contented.

WHICH IS SAYING A GOOD DEAL

Keep Well Up to a High Standard
of Morals.

THEIR MANY SUPERSTITIONS

Spocial Correspondence of The Evening Star,
TANGIER ISLAND, Va., July 12, 1809,
The old saying, “Live at home and board

at the same place,” is certainly practiced

by the people of this island, a body of land
three miles long and one mile wide. If
there Is a spot on earth where one is made
to feel that he is entirely out of the world,

Tangier Island surely must be that place.

There iz a population here of about 1.600

people, old and young, male and female,

and many of these people have never been
off the island, and know as little about the
civilized world as a child. Men and women

J/mow on the shady side of life have spent

their entire existence on this small plece
of Jaund, and to some of them this island
embraces the whole world. Yet they are
huppy and contented in thelr primitive
manner of living, and have no desire to
know what is going on in the great, throb-
bing, busy world which les beyond thelr
water-bound surroundings.

On this island the British invaders made
headquarters for several days in 1514, and
not far distant is Deal’s Island, where good
old Parson Joshua Thomas was informed
by the British General Ross that it was his
intention *"to eat supper that night in Bal-
timore or in hell.”” The man of God prayved
that Gen. Ross might not reach Baltimore,
and as= the general was killed at North
Point before reaching Baltimore, the peo-
ple were quick to believe that Parson
Thomas®™ prayers had been answered.

How much farther back than this did the
peaple of this region put implicit faith in
prayer the writer does not know. but he
does know that the inhabitants of Tangier
Island are intensely religious, and at the
same time the most superstitious peaple in
the world. As {llustrative of their rellglous
convictions it need only be stated that a
few gears ago they were worshiping in a
small, ramshackle cabin, but a preacher
from the Virginia conference was assigned
to the island, and he has succeeded in
working up one of the best charges in the
conference district.

A Church-Going People.

Where the small eabin stood is now &
handsome $12,000 building, and the preacher
receives more than $1,000 a year to look
after the spiritual affairs of the inhabi-
tarts. The islanders are always ready to
coentribute liberally whenever the parson
finds it necessary to have the contribution
box passed,

The church Is the biggest thing on the

island, and more interest is taken in it
tkan anything else. Whatever the parson
says Is law and gospel, even with the

reughest oystermen and crabbers, who will
occasionally smuggle whisky on the isiand.
The very strictest prohibition laws are en-
foreed, not by officers, but by the church-
men. During a recent protracted meeting -
and they are of frequent occurrence—spme
roughs carried a cance of whisky and beer
to the island for the purpose of selling it
but a crowd of church people—men and
women—captured the beat, threw the whis-
ky in the bay and administered sound
thrashings to the rum traders, who were
glad enough to escape.

The women nearly all go barefooted,
When they attend church they carry their
shoes and stockings in their hands until
the church is reached, when they sit down
and put them on, removing them as soon as
service is over. Their dresses are of the
plainest calicoes or ginghams, and are cut
without flounces and frills. Busties or tie-
backs are something they never heard of.
There is, however, an abumdance of guy
ribbons in the make-up of the Sunday cos-
tume. Equally plain and old-fashioned is
the dress of the men. They are satisfled
with copperas or jeans pantaloons, which
are always cut on the high-water prinoi-
ple, never reaching below the ankle. If the
men Wear shoes on any occasion, there is
nearly always an absence of socks, and the
shoes are the regulation brogans. Their
coat or facket Is a cross between a boy's
blouse and the old-fashioned “round-about™
coat. Seasons come and seasons g0, but
the regulation clothes for both sexes of
Tangier Island never change. For ages
they have dressed this way, and but few
atiempts have been made to change. When-
€ver a young Tangier Islander strayvs over
to Crisfield, Md., and is persuaded by some
of the merchants to Inwvest In some gar-
ment other than the regulation, he Js
laughed and jeered at so much that it is
scon discarded. There is one article of ser-
vice and adornment that a male inhabitant
of the island is never without—a red hand-
kerchief. It is always with him, around

his neck, sticking In his pocket, or in his
hand.

Simple Dwellings.

The homes on the island are of the rudest
kind—mostly log cabins—but the interior is
always scrupulovsly clean. The furniture
is often not worthy of the name. Many ot
the bedsteads are of the crudest kind, made
by the head of the family with no tools
fave a saw and an ax. Usually the home
is too small for bedsteads if the family is
large, and they sleep on mattresses and
quilts spread on the floor. The cooking is
done in the fireplace, the utensils consist-
ing of a frying pan, a kettle, an oven and
possibly a few pots. Cooking stoves, sew-
Ing machines and such modern COnven-
fences are unknown to many of the inhabi-
tants. A large number of the people, both
old and young, cannot read, but the new
preacher has succeeded in advancing edu-
cation to a large extent.

Girls here sixteen years old awill measure
six feet and welgh two hundred pounds.
They are strong and healthy, well man-
nered, and, above all, are taught from
earliest childhood to regard virtue as abuve
everything In the world. For twenty-eight
years past there has not been an illegiti-
mate birth on the island, The men are
peaceable and quiet, but there are two
things for which they will fight quicker
than any other. It is death to the man
who attempis to or succeeds in despoiling
a home, and crabbers and oystermen who
poach on the grounds near the island are
sure to get into serious trouble. There have
been few occasions for trouble from the
former cause, but in years agone it was
almost a weekly occurrence to have desper-
ate and bloody batties about the latter.
In recent years these have become far less
numerous, but occasfonally blood is made
to flow. Only a few days ago Bain Web-
ster, a Deal's Island oysterman, was shot
and killed on the Somerset county shore by
the mate of a police boat. This war has
been going on for years between the peo-

ple of this region and many lives have
been lost.

Their Many hng-ﬂtl.n-.

Thes> people live by crabbing and dredg-
ing for oysters and interfere with ne one
80 long as they are let alone. They are,
as stated, very superstitious. They have
signs for everything, and almost worship
the moon, by which they foretell storms
and all kinds of disasters. They have a
mortal dread of an owl, and the hooting
of one by day or night I8 an omen of {ll-
luck. If it is heard at night and anewer-
ed by the howl of a dog, it is a sign that
one of the family will die soon. As soon as
the hoot of an owl is heard a chalr or
stool is averturned, and if the hoaoting
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